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But if there was no definite idea of giving them oppor-
tunities for self-expression or for developing originality,
nevertheless they would often find (perhaps with all the
greater spontaneity) an outlet for their girlish fun and con-
versation. These high-spirited girls lived anything but a
dull life within their convent walls. Their well-planned
mischief, their quarrels and worries, even the home-
troubles, weighty and full of grief, come down to us in the
pages of the diary, revealing quite unconsciously the prin-
ciples and ideals which governed this little world, and the
many preoccupations that would possess the demure black-
robed adolescents.
In the service of the community, a variety of talents might
be displayed from running errands to taking part in a
concert. Helene's harp-playing to the accompaniment of
Mile, de Talleyrand's spinet, evidently won for her a certain
popularity. In that " obedience" she learned to know
more of the different members of the community. There
were nuns working at paintings or embroideries. Some
were occupied with their studies, as for instance, Madame
de Romelinc< toute herissee de grec et de latin/* whom the
girls surnamed "Aristotle's Daughter/' Others again
were employed in the service of the library.
Three large apartments housed the 16,000 volumes
collected through the passage of years at the Abbaye-
airs-Bois. Helene had scant respect for the chief
librarian, but she shows by her remarks that good use
was made of the magnificent collection of books. We
get a glimpse into the work of cataloguing. Child as
she was, Helene was well aware of the controversial
character of some of the volumes, and what was implied
the backwardness of convents. See Gt&rd's Education et Instruction, vol. i,
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